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We are excited to bring you the
first eNews edition of the
Mustang Times! We will be
bringing you all the news and
information about Ola Middle
School and beyond.

Mighty Mustangs

Welcome!

The Partners Club by Hailey Craig with Colby Fields
The purpose of the Partners
Club is to build friendships and
help people understand and
accept people with disabilities.
This club helps students with
disabilities during class, and
also does CBI trips. CBI’s are
community based instruction,
where they help students with
disabilities in our community.

The Partners Club membership
goes from 6th through 8th
grade. The club has 78
members, so if you didn’t get it
this year and want to, sign up
next year. The remaining
meetings for members are
February 6th, March 6th, April
3rd, and May 1st. “The regular
ed Partners get more out of it
than the special needs kids”
said Mrs. Price.

“The regular ed Partners get
more out of it than the special
needs kids” said Mrs. Price.
Ola has been doing the
partners club for 3 years. Mrs.
Price has been helping the
special needs for 15 years.

The Partners Club doesn’t just
help the special needs kids in
Ola it helps for the whole
community. The Partners club
is doing good by giving their
time to help the special needs
kids. The Partners Club also
had the flag football team, the
Mighty Mustangs. Mrs. Price
said, “they had a great season.”
They had 6 games with an
overall winning season.

8thGradeDance

Eighth Grade Dance!
The Big Dance is just around the corner. This dance is
something you don't want to miss! There will be a live DJ,
snacks and drinks, and a BLACK LIGHT DANCE FLOOR! Also,
a photo booth!

Tickets are on sale in the Ola Middle School office.

Date: 15 May 2015

Place: Pilgreen's Lake Dow

Time: 7 - 9 pm

Dress Code:
BOYS-

~shirt & tie all the way to a suit
~Consider it SEMI-FORMAL and dress to impress!

GIRLS-
~Dresses can be no more than 4" from the knees
~NO backless dresses
~See-through in a NO-NO

WHEN IN DOUBT REFER TO YOUR HANDBOOK'S DRESS
CODE OR ASK QUESTIONS!
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Many teachers say that their students
will be ready for the test. They think that
the test will be hard in some sections
but easy in others. The teachers know
that the kids have to understand the
material. We need to stay focused on
the teachers as they teach, because it
will be on the test.

The Georgia Milestones test will
transition to an online test. If you want
to be prepared for this test you need to
stay organized and clean. They have
online sample questions and
Milestones sample test. The sample
test is what the teachers say looks like
will be on the test, so if you want to take
a better look at the test take that
sample test!

OMS

by Kathryn McDonald

There were many schools at the
convention and many schools had
people running for spots such as,
treasurer, vice president, and
president. Schools in our area that
attended are Ola Middle, Rock Spring
Elementary, and Ola Elementary. All
of the schools had great performances
on the stage.

This year the club went to convention in
November with someone new running,
Luke Walker. Luke ran for the Georgia
Beta Club president with a Star Wars
themed skit and won!

The OMS Beta Club members
participated in all kinds of different
activities such as, Quiz Bowl, Tee-Shirt,
and Skit Team. Madison Reyome was
a member of the poster team and when
asked how she did she replied, “I think
we did a good job.”

The Beta Club did a fantastic job
overall on the trip. Every student
contributed to the trip in many ways.
The convention was a very successful
trip.

by Allie Burch & Ashlynn Evans
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This will be the first year that we take
the Milestone test. We have taken the
CRCT since 1st grade, now that all has
changed. Are you ready for it?

There are different rules and
regulations to this new test. There is
something different in every section of
the test. As you take the Math portion
you may use a calculator, but you also
have a constructed response section.
While you take the Language Arts you
also have a constructed response and
writing components. The same goes for
Science and Social Studies.

The Georgia Milestone is a
summative assessment program,
grades 3-12. The Milestone measures
what all the students know and how
well they understand it. Grades 3-8 will
take an end of the assessment, while
9-12 takes an end of course
assessment for each course.

Georgia Milestones

Beta Club
by Bryce Barfield

Teacher Spotlights

.....has been teaching at
Ola for eight years now.
Mrs. Anderson decided
she wanted to be a teacher
in high school. She decided
to be a teacher because
she really loved helping
kids and being by their side when they
needed her. Her favorite grade to teach is
sixth grade because that is the only grade
she has ever taught! She got her degree at
Georgia State University.

Mrs. T Anderson

Coach Fowler
...has been teaching at Ola
for 9 years now. He also
taught at Luella Middle and
Taylor Street Middle. His
favorite memory of teaching
would have to be winning

teacher of the year and being nominated
number 3 in the county. He decided to
become a teacher in high school. He started
off with a trailer then eventually had a
classroom. Coach Fowler says “my favorite
grade to teach is 7th.” He also says “I
wanted to become a teacher because in 10th
grade I had a horrible teacher and I thought I
could do a better job than him.” Coach Fowler
went to Mercer University, GSWSU, and
West Georgia. He has been teaching for 16
years.

Mrs. Velez
...has moved from 7th to 8th grade teaching
children and getting them ready for high
school. She is now teaching 8th grade on
team 802. Mrs. Velez teaches her student all
different types of math. She wanted to
become a teacher because she loves math
and loves helping children. She got her
degree at Georgia State University. Mrs.
Velez came here knowing
already Mrs. Lindsey,
Mrs. Buskey, and Mrs.
Basinger. Her first school
was Sharon School and
then she moved over here l
and became a member
of the Ola family.photo: paulding.k12.ga.us

photo:
betaclub.org



Media Center BLENDED LEARNING TEAM

OMS

by Sean Gurley

The middle children in the program are
7th Graders. Some 7th Graders think
that not being the oldest or the
youngest is a good thing. Seventh
Graders are still adjusting to the new
program. “You never notice that there
are 6th and 8th graders in the room.
We all act the same,” said Hannah
Irvin. As this is their second year in
middle school, they are adjusting better
to the program.

Teachers stated that they think that
their 8th grade students will benefit in
high school from the program. Mrs.
Belflower told us, “I think that the
personalized learning that we are doing
on our team will benefit 8th graders
because it will give 8th graders a work
ethic for Honor classes.” Teachers also
work harder with this team. They put
their own personal time into making
sure students can exceed. When
interviewing Mrs. Wright she said, “I
have had to study more because I have
never taught 6th and 7th grade content
before.” When asked how she liked the
Blended Learning Team, she
responded with “I like it… I like
teaching all the grade levels.”

So how is the Blended Learning Team
going? In some students’ opinion, they
don’t like it. Others love it. It’s all about
how determined they are to exceed in
school. For 8th Graders going into high
school, knowing how to work
individually and at their own pace is
very important. For 6th and 7th Graders
moving up through middle school, this
team will really help them. So that’s the
Blended Learning Team.

Welcome to Team 900! What’s Team
900 you may ask? Well it’s the Multi
Grade Level Blended Learning Team.
In Blended Learning, you have the
same subjects, but in each homeroom
is a mixture of 6th, 7th, and 8th
graders. We have a different schedule,
too. So everyone can get to
connections on time, we have 9
classes: the four academic classes, two
connections, and two homeroom times.
After 7th and 8th grade connections,
the Blended Learning Team goes back
to HR for 35 minutes. Students can
then work on anything they need to
work on academically.

Many students like the idea of this new
team and many don’t. Jack Haury
says, “Its cool, but it’s still school.” The
base of this team is a program called
Edgenuity. Edgenuity is an online
learning program where you can work
at your own pace. “Edgenuity is a really
tough program,” said Meredith Greene.
Emily Crawford says, “It’s easier
because you can move at your own
pace.” When asked if she liked
Edgenuity, Erin Brondo said, “Yes, it’s
definitely tougher because you can be
on track one day, but be behind the
next. But it’s a lot of fun.” As the team
gets more into the school year, grades
have been going up and down. But
most students are adjusting to the new
style of learning.

Sixth Graders get to have a whole new
experience. They just came to middle
school and are in a whole new
program. Maddie Briscoe said, “middle
school is ok, it’s kind of hard.” When
asked how she liked having classes
with 8th Graders, Molly Hill said “it’s
good, but we stay separated.” Even
though most of the 6th Graders are
behind, they’re catching up to program
and learning time management and
working at home more.
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There have been many things going on in the
media center this year. Mrs. Harp and the
other librarians have been setting up many fun
activities for all grades. There have been book
trivias and fundraisers going on that have
passed right under our noses. Mrs. Harp is the
main librarian in the media center.

One of the most popular events that we had
was The Hunger Games Mockingjay trivia.
What they do is they make the students that
volunteer read the book and right before the
movie comes out Mrs. Harp will ask those
contestants questions about the book.
Whoever wins gets a free ticket to go see the
movie.

Another event was the book drive. Students
brought in books and the media center
donated the books to Haven House and
Piedmont Hospital in Atlanta.

There have been some very popular books in
the media center that you can check out.
There is a series called The Selection that the
girls might like. For the guys that like to read,
you should check out the new series The
Blood of Olympics.

When I had asked Mrs. Harp if there is
anything she wanted to add she said, “With all
of the reading that is required for kids at
school, kids should be reading on their own
time for the fun of it. It would help you
understand more things and prepare for when
you have to read in school.”

by Hailey Craig

Source:visual.ly



Mustang Softball
by Christina Cathcart & Katie McDonald

Students on other teams have
different opinions. Audrey McGee,
on Team 701, said her teachers
don’t care where they sit. She also
said she would rather some of the
other grade levels eat together.
On the other hand, some 8th
graders said they wouldn’t like for
the grade levels to eat together.
Team 900’s Maddie Briscoe said
“Our teachers aren’t strict about
where we sit. We just have to sit
in the 6th grade section.” Team
900 allows their students to sit
wherever, but 6th graders must sit
away from the 8th graders on
other teams. Couldn’t we choose
who to sit by and where?
Assigned seats get on everyone’s
nerves. Teachers get mad at
someone or something, and the
whole class has to suffer. Friends
get split up and sometimes you’re
forced to sit by someone you don’t
want to. If students were allowed
to sit wherever, then the students
who cause the trouble could be
seated in a different area.
In conclusion, being able to
choose where you sit would be a
big change. Students would have
to step up in responsibility.
Dismissing students would be
somewhat harder, but if students
really wanted this change in the
lunchroom, then shouldn’t we be
able to handle dismissal?
Choosing would be a privilege that
could be taken away, but if you
want something bad enough,
sometimes you have to step it up.

Lunchroom Debate
by Hailey Craig

We interviewed the coaches and
asked them a few questions. We
asked Coach Nowacki what her
favorite thing about the team
was and she said, “Getting to
know this group of young ladies
and winning the
championship.” Since she
played softball at Georgia State,
we ask what the difference was
with playing and coaching and
she said, “Playing and coaching
are completely different.
Coaching is much more nerve
racking because you can’t
control anything that happens,
it really isn’t in your hands.
When playing you get to control
and hopefully make a play or
make a difference in the game.
When we asked Coach Calvert
what her favorite thing about
the team was she said, “That
the girls worked hard all the
time and they always kept me
laughing.”
All of the girls on this team
worked so hard the whole
season, and no matter what
happened they always had a big
smile on their face. They all love
the game and how it’s played.
We hope the team plays to their
potential and shows out next
year on the diamond like they
did this year.

OMS

The Mustangs have a past of
beating everyone in their way.
Last year, they went undefeated
the whole season. Could they
do it this year?
This season they knew they had
to stand tall and live up to the
past, and they sure did. Ola
Mustangs took the trophy
home! The Ola Mustangs
softball team won first in the
county. During the season they
only lost one game and that was
against Locust Grove. During
the county tournament they
were undefeated. The first game
they played was Union Grove
and won 4-2. The second game
they played was Locust Grove
and won 12-11. The third game
they played was the
championship game against
Hampton and won 8-7!
The Mustangs wouldn’t have
been able to do all of this
without their amazing coaches,
Coach Nowacki and Coach
Calvert. These two wonderful
ladies pushed the girls to their
limits and made them better ball
players.

Lunch is one of the only times
students get to socialize. During
class, there is little time to do
anything but work. Students are
usually separated from their
friends because they're not on the
same team, or in the same class.
Giving students the decision to sit
wherever they want to in the
lunchroom may have its ups and
downs, but should we be able to
make the decision of where we
sit?
I did a survey of the 8th graders
on the Blended Learning Team.
The questions was, would you
rather sit with your class, team or
anywhere? 27 8th graders said
they would rather sit anywhere
during lunch, and 5 said with their
team, and nobody said with their
class.
Some teachers have a different
opinion. When I interviewed Mrs.
Pourron, from Team 900, she said
“I don’t think they should be able
to sit wherever, they’re still middle
schoolers.” For teachers, they
don’t get a duty free lunch. They
still have to watch the students
and make sure nothing happens.
Mrs. Vaughn however thinks
students should be able to sit
wherever, if they are responsible
enough. “It wouldn’t bother me if
they could sit anywhere.”
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Milestone testing
Be ready to do your best on the tests!

Beginning 14 April
and continuing throughout the month

EAT A GOOD BREAKFAST AND GET PLENTY OF REST!
Source: unbounce.com

nsaarizona.net


